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Where is Belize?
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Belize’s Old Property Map
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Types of Land Registration Systems

* Two main systems running simultaneously: Torrens and
Common Law Deeds Recording System.

 Torrens is utilized in those areas where a complete Cadastral
Mapping has occurred, known as “Declared Areas” or “Areas of
Compulsory Registration”.

* The Recording of Deeds System does not guarantee ownership
of the land. A cadastral record of the property may not exist.

* Approximately 30% of the territory is under Torrens; around
33% is Protected. The rest requires adjudication and a certain
level of cadastral surveying.
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Cadastral and Registry Systems

* An adaptation of Torrens was established in 1954 through the
General Registry Act paired with the Law of Property Act,
establishing a legal framework. At the time, it only applied to
new land grants and voluntary registration.

* Due to the shortcomings of that system, the Registered Land
Act (RLA) was established in 1977, which simplified the law and
procedure relating to land. The areas under this system were

under compulsory land registration - Cadastral and Registration
were interoperable from its inception.

* |t was further enhanced by the Strata Titles Act in 1990 and the
Land Adjudication Act in 1992.
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Cadastral and Registry Systems

« Landfolio®, the new Land Management Stys(;ce_ménow owned b%/
ed in e

acQuire Technology Solutions, was adap
to its latest version was made by Belize in 2022.
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Cadastral and Registry Systems
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“Fit-for-Purpose” Approach

 Belize is “lucky” that Cadastral Plans exist for the majority of the
country. There are a few areas where old survey plans exist, but
for most part, they are georeferenced and generally with
modern measurements.

» Areas that do not have any recent surveys are those that cause
the major gaps in the cadastral system.

* The country’s cadastral system is being worked on by zones in
a systematic way until it is fully covered.
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Note the data is
in CAD format.
It serves as a
baseline for the
work
conducted.
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A specific
geographic area
is selected:

- Natural or
Man-Made
Boundaries
preferable.

- Boundaries of
larger estates
also used.
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AREA, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF A PORTION OF PLAN WITH ENTRY NO 16273, REG. NO. 12, SITUATE
EAST OF THE SOUTHERN HIGHWAY, RETWEEN MILES 18 AND 2, STANN CREEK DISTRICT
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Cadastral Plans are at different scales and
accuracies. Adjustments are made to the
most recent and better georeferenced
surveys.
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The work is
conducted in a
combination of
CAD and GIS
software.
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Parcel ID is
composed of a
Block Number -
Registration Section
Number and a
Unique Parcel
Number
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Dissimination of Cadastral Data

» Belize has an enterprise agreement with ESRI.
 \We utilize the latest version of ArcGIS Pro and related tools.

» Although we have the capacity and platform, Belize has NOT
yet published cadastral data nor its registers online.

* |t is more of internal organizational policy established by the
current administration.

* The data is publicly available in person at the Lands and
Surveys Department Headquarters in Belmopan, or, to a certain
extent, its out district branches.
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Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI)

The NSDI Policy was
approved by the Cabinet
First NSDI Conference in 24 NSDI Conference on 215 August 2012 as
2009 : held in November 2011 the first step in the
development of a fully
functional NSDI in Belize

BELIZE NATIONAL SPATIAL DATA INFRASTRUCTURE

BNSDI provides access to Belize map data and geographic services.

BNSDI Stakeholder . BNSDI Programme
: . Strategic Plan :
Situation Survey Design

GO TO GEO PORTAL

Home - Belize National Spatial Data
Establishment of a Establishment of a Implementation .
Coordination Centre: BNSDI geoportal Needed Infrastructure (bnsdi.gov.bz)
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https://portal.bnsdi.gov.bz/home
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Geospatial Framework Modernization
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Proposed Active

Geodetic CORS
Network
Old Geodetic
Network Belize is
established via currently
GPS engaging and
Methodology in | Ainbrgmron fg joining SIRGAS
1995. (Sistema de
Referencia
Geocéntrico
para las
Américas).
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